






Robert Calkin, President & CEO, CCI
As one of the original members of the American Hemp Council in 1988 with Chris 
Conrad (world famous cannabis expert witness) and Jack Herer (the godfather 
of Hemp, creator of many strains of marijuana popular today), Calkin’s activism 
and entrepreneurial spirit led him to begin creating jobs in the medical marijuana 
industry.

In 1988 Calkin opened his own private patient group that is still operating today: 
Green Dot — America’s FIRST branded marijuana delivery service. This collective has taken care of thousands 
of AIDS patients, cancer patients and terminally ill or home bound people over the years.

Since then, he has become the face of medical marijuana jobs. He founded the Cannabis Career Institute in 
2009 and Cannabis State University in 2010. He wrote the curriculum for Oakland’s Oaksterdam University, 
which was the basis for his 2008 cannabis entrepreneurship bible. As the author of “Starting Your Own 
Medical Marijuana Delivery Service: The Mobile Caregiver’s Handbook,” Calkin is currently the Delivery 
102 Professor at Oaksterdam University.

“I have helped create and grow literally hundreds of medical marijuana businesses legally,” said Calkin. 
“I have the knowledge and skills required to do this and my goal is to spread the word to make as many 
businesses legitimate as possible.”

He is also the host of “Careers In Cannabis” a talk show that features the top names in the cannabis business. 
Robert Calkin has appeared on the NBC Nightly News, CBS News, Varney and Company and featured in 
articles on Yahoo, Associated Press, The Washington Post, The San Francisco Examiner, The Digital Journal, 
and others.

Gerry Bedore, Ph.D.
Dr. Bedore has 18 years of Management and Executive experience in developing 
technology-enhanced and technology-based learning programs. Dr. Bedore is widely 
recognized for his work in building and supporting many of the most successful 
online education organizations in the world today. 

Dr. Bedore has advanced degrees in biological sciences, forest management, 
business, and education. In addition, he is a certified master gardener with a highly 

successful background in growing and horticulture. Dr. Bedore feels the sum total of his life’s work and 
experiences has positioned him to advance cannabis sciences on many levels.

Some of Dr. Bedore’s key accomplishments include leading a team to build the Art Institute Online and 
scaled it to support Education Management Corporation (EDMC) in acquiring South University, Argosy 
University, and Brown Mackie Colleges that provided the foundation for creating Education Management 
Corporation Online Higher Education (OHE). EDMC went from a $200 million dollar a year company to 
41% of the company being acquired by Goldman Sachs for $3.2 billion dollars in a seven year period. Dr. 
Bedore’s team built and positioned EDMC to be a “player” in the online higher education market.  EDMC 
OHE is a demonstration of his ability to lead and build a quality organization.
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Michael Chernis, Esq.
Mr. Chernis received his juris doctorate from Fordham University School of Law 
in 1994, where he was a member of the Fordham Law Review. He graduated from 
Brandeis University with a B.A. in Political Science in 1989. Mr. Chernis has been 
a criminal defense attorney and commercial litigator for nearly 20 years and is 
licensed to practice law in both California and New York, as well as a number of 
federal courts in those jurisdictions.

The California MMJ laws are a key area of focus for Mr. Chernis. He has represented clients seeking to 
form legal MMJ collectives; storefront and mobile dispensaries; cultivators; MMJ patients and doctors; 
landlords and others seeking to do business with such collectives; as well as individuals and businesses in 
civil litigation with municipalities arising from such activities. Mr. Chernis also represents individuals and 
businesses in federal criminal matters and those charged with violating state MMJ laws.

He writes and lectures frequently on the subject of MMJ regulation.  In 2013, for instance, Mr. Chernis 
coauthored the chapter entitled “Criminal Activities” in Neighbor Disputes:  Law and Litigation (CEB), 
published by the California State Bar’s continuing education division. In it he analyzes the criminal 
consequences of MMJ and other drug activities, and the remedies available to landlords and neighbors 
seeking to challenge such activities.

Dave Hargett, Innovative Extractions
Hargett is the owner of Innovative Extractions, one of America’s highest quality 
companies. Innovation Extractions’ products regularly test higher, better and 
cleaner than most competitors. Dave is a regular speaker for CCI and ICA and will 
be speaking about standards and requirements for the extraction industry.

Cheech Rodriguez
Rodriguez is an edibles operation expert with fifteen years of cultivation experience 
as well. He is the owner of a prominent edibles company in the Los Angeles area.

Ken Hoffman
Hoffman has been a Master Grower for more than ten years. He has been involved 
in many types of grow operations and can answer your questions about indoor 
personal or commercial growing. He is also available as a mentor and consultant 
outside of class.
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